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Module Aims: 
To provide students with a critical knowledge and understanding of a range of contemporary crimes 
and criminal behaviours committed within the contemporary society. 
 

Expected Learning Outcomes-  
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
On successful completion of this modules students will be able to  

1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the changing and diverse nature of particular crimes. 
2. Analyse and understand the effects of particular crimes  



3. Understand the context and characteristics of particular types of criminals. 
4. Analyse and understand the motivation for committing particular crimes 
5. Analyse and Understand the way the Criminal Justice System responds to particular types of 

crime and criminals 
 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
On successful completion of this modules students will have developed the following transferrable 
skills 

1. Presentation skills 
2. Writing Skills 
3. Group Work 
4. Negotiation Skills 

 

 

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, project) and 
the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be included. 
 
Presentation: In groups, students will explore the history of a particular crime, and how and why that 
type of  crime emerges as a criminal justice concern 
 
Essay; Building on this, individually, students will explore how a particular form of crime and associated 
‘criminal’ is understood in contemporary popular and penal discourse and how the criminal justice 
system reacts. 
 

Assessment  Learning Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of 
assessment 

Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count or 
equivalent if 
appropriate 

1 1, 2  
 

Presentation  50%  15 min 
Presentation  

2 3 - 5 Essay 50%  2,000 words 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
The module will use a variety of teaching and learning strategies, including lectures, seminars and 
discussion and supplemented by the use of Moodle. 
 

 

Syllabus outline: 
On this module students will be able to critically explore the diverse and changing nature of crime and 
consider particular types of criminal categories and the representation of crime and particular criminals.  
Investigations into particular criminals and their behaviour including: 

 Sex offenders;  

 ASBOs,  

 Drug using offenders;  

 Domestic violence;  

 Youth crime;  

 Mentally disordered offenders;  

 Hate crime;  

 Terrorism;  

 Environmental crime;  

 White collar crime 

 Cybercrime.  

 Knife Crime 

 Gang Crime 
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